
 

 

                                          BARTON STACEY ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday 23rd May 2017 at 7.30 p.m. 

Cllr Sue Gaines in the Chair 

Present:- Cllr Sue Gaines,  Jo Gadney - PC Clerk, Cllr Andrew Gibson, Cllr David Drew, Cllr 

Charlotte White, Dennis Dewey, Terry Dewey, Wendy Dewey, Anne Hewitt, Di Earnshaw, 

Kate Chapman, Terry Moffatt, Lin Moffatt, Sarah Harrop, Rob Gaines, Stuart Rippon, Cheryl 

Sherwood, Nigel Sherwood, Nigel Cooper, Mark Bailey, Peggy Carter, Elayne Norman, 

Nicholas Prideaux, Rob Norman, Alison Cooper, Sue Boyce 

1. Cllr Gaines welcomed everyone to the meeting. SG asked for a minutes silence to 

think about those who lost their lives in Manchester on Monday evening. Mark 

Bailey then said a prayer. 

 

2. Minutes had previously been emailed to all those attending and the Clerk also 

handed a few copies out. It was agreed that they were a true record of the meeting. 

 

3. Barton Stacey Parish Council  

a) Chairman’s Report   

It has been the year of Volunteers – Litter pickers, walkers on paths, cutting verges, cutting 

overgrown scrub, clearing debris, Winterbourne clearance, pest control at the allotments, 

painting noticeboards, painting finger posts, Event helpers – erecting marquees, WI cake 

stall, helping with children’s games, tug-o-war etc, building the new website, photographer, 

grants givers, sink in pavilion and a HUGE thank you to the Community from the PC. 

Achievements – the new website. The Village Hall Management Committee now managing 

trustees of the Hall and it is now a registered charity. The Green/back field will forever be a 

place for recreation. Leisure activities now have a slogan of “Fun & fitness in Barton Stacey” 

Consulted with the Village via a survey monkey survey regarding the need for a wooden trim 

trail and a MUGA. Bus service is of importance and Stuart Rippon and Mark Poole are going 

to be carrying out a detailed survey of what the Village need and will liaise with HCC and 

Stagecoach. Changes are being made at Hill Farm Junction following many accidents over 

the recent months. Drainage at the Garage has been completed and chevrons been added. 

The Clerk will let the Residents know once all the future changes have been confirmed with 

likely dates. MOD owned areas and grass cutting is at a stalemate (by the Green and behind 

East Road) as the licence offered is not appropriate. The resilience plan will be looked into 

this year. PC meetings – it would be nice to see more people attend these. Planning 

meetings tend to attract more people.  Still 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  

b) Financial Statement  



 

 

Income and Expenditure schedules were distributed and Cllr Gaines went through the main 

variances from 2015/2016 to 2016/17 

 

4. PCC – Report from Mark Bailey 

Mark said it was a privilege being the rector in BS which is the heart of the Community. 2016 

was very active which included the 775 celebrations, Queens 90th birthday. Looking forward 

to the 225 year anniversary of the BS fire.  The churchyard wall is currently in its 4 year 

programme and the churchyard will soon be passed over to TVBC. The tiles which are 700 

years old are going to be restored as the ones at Winchester Cathedral have been. The 

School children continue to visit the church on a regular basis. There have been 2 weddings, 

5 baptisms and 2 funerals.  

 

5. Cygnets Playgroup – Report from Di Earnshaw 

A challenging year and our main challenge continues to be low numbers of children 

attending the group. However, as a group of dedicated staff and committee we continue to 

strive to meet the needs of families in the Village and surrounding areas. We extended our 

hours from the 1st April and now open from 8.30 to 2.45 five days a week. This has helped 

those parents looking for childcare during school hours and as a result our numbers have 

increased. This has only been achieved by the flexibility of the staff who have worked very 

hard to make this possible. We are looking to continue to offer these hours in September as 

we continue to move forward. We continue to have regular fundraising events, mainly our 

Quiz nights and our thanks go to the continued support of Ian Ashbolt and Stuart Rippon as 

quiz masters. We have also had two very successful Bag2School collections. We promote 

Cygnets through our Open Mornings, through our 2 Facebook pages and of course, Barton 

Stacey Peeps. We are currently working towards changing our constitution to become a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation. This legal structure will offer greater protection for 

the members and trustees. We are trying to recruit more members to the committee before 

our September AGM. I want to end this report on a high note – the Fun Run! This year the 

Fun Run moved entirely to the Playing Fields. This resulted in a much safer event, a much 

bigger event and raised in the region of £4500. We have so many people to thank for the 

success of the Fun Run, which was led by Lizzie Frost this year, and the support of the 

Barton Stacey community is seen at its very best. We also need to thank the Parish Council 

for all their support too. We have a magnificent resource with the playground which 

Cygnets use every day come rain or shine. I just hope people enjoy seeing this resource so 

well used.  

 

6. Barton Stacey Tuesday Club – Report from Peggy Carter 



 

 

The Tuesday Club have met on 11 occasions since the last AGM – 3 meetings in the hall, 2 

lunches (Harvest and Christmas), an afternoon at Bransbury Mill and 5 outings. All the 

outings have included a lunch so together with the Harvest and Christmas lunches and the 

superb afternoon teas provided and served by our very generous helpers we could be called 

an Eating Club! We have a Committee of 8 who try to arrange as wide a range of activities 

and outings as possible but somehow they all seem to end up involving eating and drinking. 

In July we had a trip to a winery on the Isle of Wight which inevitably involved tasting the 

produce and in August we had a very interesting visit to the British Legion poppy factory at 

Richmond. At present there are 47 members and we are having difficulty attracting new 

members. Those in their 70s feel they are not old enough and many in their 80s do not feel 

able to go on the trips any longer or have to miss meetings due to doctor or hospital 

appointments. As the cost of coaches gets ever dearer, fortunately we have a number of 

non-members who like to come on our outings, so enabling the Committee to still keep the 

outings at a reasonable cost. Anyone living in BS and Bullington aged over 60 is eligible to 

join the Club. Any member may bring a guest to meetings when we have interesting 

speakers on payment of £1 and we welcome anyone, senior or not, to join our outings. 

 

7. Twinning report – report from Peggy Carter 

Barton Stacey is part of Testbourne Parishes Twinning Association.  The Association was 

formed in 1979 as an independent organisation primarily for individuals and families who 

live or work within the catchment area of Testbourne School (as it was then) to promote 

friendship with French families residing in or around the town of Neuvic-sur-l’Isle in the 

Dordogne district of France.  It grew from successful exchange visits by children from 

Testbourne School with children who attended the school at Neuvic-sur-l'Isle. Bi-annual 

visits are made and this year, the 38th of the Twinning, it was our turn to go to France. 

Eighteen members of the Twinning Assocation visited Neuvic in the Dordogne for 6 days 

staying with their host families who many of us have known since the beginning of the 

Twinning. We flew from Eastleigh airport to Bergerac where we were met by our host 

families and taken to a venue in Neuvic where they had prepared refreshments for us to 

enjoy and meet up with the rest of our French friends. There were two free days where we 

were taken to various places of interest by our hosts. On the Saturday we had a coach which 

took the French and English to a slate Quarry which was very impressive and interesting. In 

the afternoon we visited a Chocolate Factory and came back with various chocolates (both 

in our stomachs and what we had bought) On the Sunday it was their election for President 

which was most interesting as their voting system is completely different to ours. On the 

Monday which was May 8th VE Day marking the end of WW2 there was a ceremony at a 

Memorial on the edge of Neuvic to the men and Women of the Resistance who were shot, 

which was followed by another gathering at the War Memorial in the centre of Neuvic to 

the Fallen. All very moving and impressive. After the ceremonies we had wine and nibbles 

provided by the Mayor. In the evening we had a Farewell Dinner which is always a jolly 



 

 

affair. The next morning it was back to the airport for the return trip, all feeling very much 

fatter from the wonderful hospitality we had received. We will soon begin preparing for 

their visit to us next year. Anyone wishing to join us and are willing to host are most 

welcome. Membership is available to anyone who is interested in establishing a firm 

connection with a French family. At the present time the annual subscription is £10. The 

AGM will be held on 14th June in the Parish hall at Whitchurch at 7.30pm. Do come along 

and find out more about the Association or contact me on 01962 760590 or email 

pegcart@waitrose.com 

 

8. Barton Stacey Residents Association – Report from Mark Poole 

Not present 

 

9. Hampshire Police  - Report from PCSO Sam Bates 

My name’s Sam Bate, I’m a new Police Community Support Officer and I’ll be covering 

Andover East which comprises of the Anna and Harewood wards. This includes Barton 

Stacey. I apologise I can’t be there tonight, I hope I can speak to you all in person soon. If 

any of you have any concerns you can speak to Jo, the parish clerk, who I’m more than 

happy to give out my email address. Alternatively if you call 101 there’s trained advisers 

who’ll be more than happy to answer any questions or queries you have.  

Once again it’s that time of year where we’re approaching rogue trader season. If you’re not 

aware of what a rogue trader is, I’ve sent an email to Jo with a booklet, either email me 

directly and I can send you a copy to read through or email Jo and I’m sure she’ll be happy 

to forward you a copy. To give you an idea though, if you’ve ever had anyone call you up or 

come to your door trying to get you to buy something that’s a rogue trader. That person 

that’ll knock at your door asking if you need your driveway fixed or your hedge cut, most of 

the time they’ll be rogue traders.  

Unfortunately however some people won’t just come to your door and ask you if you want 

some work done, they’ll perhaps threaten you or go about asking in a certain way whereby 

they might already start the job and then try charging you for this. If you’ve ever been a 

victim of anything that sounds like this either through someone in person or over the phone 

then call the police on 101 and report it. Likewise, if you ever have someone who you feel is 

threatening towards you, be it a rogue trader or anyone, call 999.  

All of that now brings me onto the crime figures for Barton Stacey, fortunately I’m pleased 

to say there hasn’t been a whole lot that’s happened. There’s been one suspicious vehicle 

over the past month that we’ve managed to identify. Other than that that’s been all for the 

past month. I am aware though that a lot of crime does go unreported, if ever you’re a 

victim of a crime, let us know, we can’t act on what we don’t know about.  

mailto:pegcart@waitrose.com


 

 

If anyone has any questions about anything, if they’d like to speak to me over the phone or 

meet in person regarding an issue, send me an email and I’ll be in contact with you as soon 

as I can. Unfortunately I’m currently in the process of moving station to Stockbridge, but I’ll 

do my very best to get back to you all and make contact in whatever way I can.  

Thanks, I look forward to meeting you soon, Sam Bate 

10. Hampshire County Council – Report from Cllr Andrew Gibson  

HCC has a £2bn turnover. HCC AGM is on Thurs 25th May. He is an executive member of 

Culture, Recreation and Countryside. He will continue to be a Portfolio holder. Andrew has 

manged to keep all libraries open and is keen to increase children centre activities at the 

libraries. Moveable racks within Libraries have been a huge success. He continues to 

manage the Highways department.  

 

11. Test Valley Borough Councillor –  Report from Cllr David Drew 

Housing is one of TVBC’s main responsibilities. Council tax has risen by 3.8% which is the 

maximum it can increase. Cllr Drew gave the VIPs a £750 grant for a lighting rig and lights. 

Devolution is currently on hold. Large projects he is involved in is the Andover Leisure 

Centre rebuild costing £17m. TVBC have a new leader – Phil North who is 31. Cllr Drew has 

joined his cabinet in the Economic development and Tourism department. Cllr Drew is keen 

to promote local businesses but they must play by the rules. The temporary pool in Andover 

is due to open in August.  

 

12. Village History Group – Report from Stuart Rippon 

I’m going to talk about both what the history group has been doing on behalf of Lin and the 

group  and on the Archaeology we have underway.  

The History group has had a busy year researching the medieval history of the two Barton 

Stacey Knights Rogo and Emery de Sacy, uncovering a wealth of information, with hundreds 

of pages of charters and texts many in hand written Medieval Latin.  We took the results of 

our research to the Fete and presented what we had found at three separate events in the 

church.   The medieval research continues to uncover events in the past which have shaped 

the Barton Stacey we have today.   Of these documents, the evidence that King John stayed 

in Barton Stacey in 1207 when Emery inherited it supports our theory that there must have 

been a substantial manor complex in the village at the time.   

 At the end of last year the Hampshire Records Office asked us to set up a 3 month 

exhibition of the knights and findings.  I presented these findings at the HROs first monthly 

history talk of the year.  



 

 

But we have not just focused on medieval history and a number of our other initiatives 

continue in parallel.    We have now found detailed maps of our village from 1756, 1769 and 

1841 which continue to provide useful insights into the last 300 years of the village pre and 

post fire.    

We look to give a presentation in the autumn on the history of schooling in the village. This 

will cover the last 200 years up to the time the Roberts Road School opened.  This will lead 

nicely into the 60th anniversary of the current school next year.  

We are producing a series of booklets which contain details of the research we have been 

doing. So far we have completed two -  one on the Swing Riots and the other on Barton 

Stacey 100 years ago.   Our 3rd and 4th booklets we are bringing out at Remembrance time 

this November  to mark the centenary of the forming of the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission.   One will tell the story of the war memorial in our church and the other will 

include what we know about all our soldiers of WWI.  We have researched all the local 

soldiers who fought  and we believe there were at least 60 men from Barton Stacey who 

went to war.    Of course booklets on medieval history will also follow in due course. 

We wanted to mark the official 'closure' of the churchyard in some way. So We are going to 

fully document the Graveyard .  This will start in June.   Come along to the church on 

Saturday 10th June between 10 and 11 to find out what jobs need to be done and in what 

way you can help.    

Finally for this year’s Fete the history group has been asked to mark the 225th anniversary 

of the Great Fire of Barton Stacey with a small exhibition. The Fire has been well-

documented by John Steedman but we have found a few nuggets of new evidence that is 

changing our understanding of what happened on that fateful day in 1792 

So onto the Archaeology - The Parish Council kindly gave the History Group a grant this year 

to fund some initial archaeology in the village. I'd now like to report on that in a bit more 

detail. 

We know in Domesday Barton Stacey belonged to the King and was one of  the top 20 

locations by size in Hampshire.  We now know that in 1207 King John stayed the night in 

Barton Stacey so there would have been a place that could accommodate him and his 

retinue.     It’s in 1371 that we find a charter that specifically described the size of the manor 

house as 1/3rd of it was inherited by a descendant of the de Sacy’s.   Finally by the middle of 

the 1400’s we see charters first talking of a derelict manor house and then the site of a 

manor house with church farmhouse being built around 40 years later in the 1490’s 

So we set out to find this manor house,   working with archaeologists from Winchester 

University, who initially came to see if it was worth investigating further. 



 

 

We pointed them to the area bounded by The Street, Newton Lane, Bransbury Lane and the 

River which they quickly confirmed was the right place to look.  They identified a medieval 

feature in the church we had not spotted before, they were enamoured by the lumps and 

bumps in some of the fields and they identified reused high status medieval stone work in 

the fabric of Church Farm House.  They kicked the soil in a few molehills and found the most 

miniscule piece of pottery which they identified as medieval.   

From there with the help of a grant from the council we engaged them to undertake an 

initial Geo-Phys assessment of 3 fields a la time team along with a much more controlled 

investigation of the soil in the molehills.    All the landowners allowed us to proceed for 

which we are very grateful. 

We quickly realised that Geo-Phys was going to be hard work.   Each 20m square of a field is 

scanned a meter at a time.  For each block we walked around 500m lifting and setting down 

the scanner every metre that added up to around 15-20Km over the 3 day period.   The 

children and families that came along sifted soil from mole hills, cleaned finds and generally 

had a great time. 

So did we find anything…….  Well yes.   We have more than 150 finds of pottery and tile 

from the mole hills which are from the medieval period according to the archaeologist’s 

assessment.    We have clear images of features under the ground in two of the fields but 

unfortunately not in the 3rd field. 

So can we go from here?     Well it depends on landowner’s willingness to do more.     

 There are 8 locations in the same area we did not scan.   Scanning costs us £100 per 

day for the archaeologist plus we have to provide at least 3 adults to assist.  If there 

is interest and funding we can set this up. 

 Test pits if landowners give permission can further confirm  Geo-Phys findings 

 Historical research into the location of the Manor House can help confirm findings 

 And there is always the possibility of a dig probably by Winchester university of the 

most interesting areas again if landowners want to proceed to this stage. 

I visited Hampshire Cultural trust last Friday and it quickly became clear that we may have 

archaeology of national importance in Barton Stacey If you want to get involved come and 

have a chat.  

13. Village Design Statement – Mark Poole not present 

 

14. Barton Stacey C of E Primary School – Written Report from Lee Stangroom Head of 

School, read by Cllr Gaines 

Barton Stacey CofE Primary School and Micheldever CofE Primary School formally federated 

on 20th July 2015 and have spent the past year building on the successes of the Federation.  



 

 

Following the departure of Clare Beswick in December 2016, Louise Fitzpatrick has acted as 

Interim Executive Headteacher of the Federation for the past term and a half. Mrs 

Fitzpatrick is an experienced Headteacher and has used her knowledge of excellent teaching 

and learning to guide the schools in this interim period. The governing body were successful 

in recruiting a new Executive Headteacher, Hilary Brewster, for September 2017, and the 

governors, staff and children are excited to see the direction in which she will steer the 

schools and the opportunities that will be developed through her leadership.  

Head of School, Lee Stangroom, has been promoted to Acting Headteacher this term and 

Cherry Willder and Carolyn Coleman currently job-share the Head of School role at 

Micheldever Primary, in the absence of Hannah Melrose due to maternity leave.  

Being part of The Dever Valley Federation continues to bring many benefits to both children 

and staff. The extensive Barton Stacey grounds will be utilised again towards the end of June 

for the annual Federation Sports Day and were used earlier in the year by the Federation to 

host rounds of tag rugby matches. Such events enable the children to develop relationships 

with peers from another setting, something we see as vitally important for children from 

small, rural schools, as well as increase the number of competitive sporting opportunities 

offered to our children.  

At Christmas time, families and friends of the Federation came together to sing, pray and 

celebrate the birth of Christ as part of the ‘Candlelit Carols’ at St. Mary’s Church, 

Micheldever. In January, for the second time as a Federation a number of children and staff 

from both schools enthusiastically participated in the Young Voices Project at London’s O2 

Arena. This saw over 6,000 children and staff perform a number of rehearsed songs to 

friends and family in the audience. The Federation event provided a memorable music 

experience for all who participated and, once again, one that I am sure they will never 

forget.  

As a collective staff we have been able to benefit from many joint staff meetings. Working 

closely as a Federation, we have continued to assess and moderate the children in their 

writing and maths in line with new Frameworks and expectations. This has enabled us to 

identify the next steps our children need to take in order to make even better progress. We 

have also been able to share resource costs in some areas; in the current education climate, 

where budgets are lower in real terms, this is extremely valuable to small schools such as 

our own.  

As a school, we have worked closely over the past year with students from Sparsholt 

Agricultural College. The students have developed our pond area in the school grounds, 

clearing and planting new areas, as well as installing information boards about different 

organisms that can be found in this habitat. We are always looking for opportunities to 

develop outdoor learning and our redesigned pond area has enabled the children to build 

on their knowledge of key curriculum areas such as Science.  



 

 

A further team of Sparsholt students has recently begun work on our Millennium Garden. 

This area of the school is a key part of our Landscape Strategy, of which phase 1 – the 

installation of a small stage and tiered amphitheatre seating for drama, Literacy etc – has 

already been completed. Thanks to securing additional grants this year, the next stage of 

the Landscape Strategy will see us install information boards and weather recording systems 

to support Geography and other curriculum areas.  

This year the children were given the opportunity to develop their entrepreneurial skills via 

the ‘Grow a £1’ intitiative. Each child was loaned £1 by our FROGs PTA and encouraged to 

grow this and make a profit. From buying a can of WD40 and charging people to oil their 

bicycle chain, to washing cars and shining shoes, to selling homemade bookmarks or buying 

additional chicken feed and selling on the eggs, the children did not disappoint us; they 

raised over £2500, a magnificent return on the £116 loaned. These funds will allow us to 

develop our school grounds even further as part of the Landscape Strategy.  

The Federation Governing Body continues to grow in strength and expertise. This dedicated 

team of individuals are fully committed to supporting the work of the schools and ensuring 

the best outcomes for our children. We thank them and the rest of the school community 

for supporting us so far this year. 

 

15. Barton Stacey Football Club – written report from Robin Hoare, read by Cllr Gaines 

This season we have run 2 boys teams. The Under 14s played in the Testway Under 14 

Division 2 and finished 4th. They had a good cup run and finished runners up to Braishfield 

who were runners up in the Division 1 and only lost on penalties to them, so they had a 

good season. The Under 12s played in the Testway Youth under 12 Division 1 and had a 

tough season playing 7 a side. Next season they will play 11 v 11 which will be a big step up 

for them. This season we are hoping to run 3 youth teams – under 10s, Under 13s and 

Under 15s and a mens team on Sunday with a lot of local talent so the future looks Green 

and Black! 

 

16. VIP Drama Group – Report from Terry Dewey 

Exciting and busy year. Winter Production was “Sleeping Beauty”. Some members also took 

part in the Andover Workhouse and had a 45 minute slot at the Lights in November. They 

received £750 grant from TV Councillor Grants. The Winter production was moved from 

November to January (due to workhouse performance) and 2 dates were both full houses. 

The Junior production of “Shake, ripple and roll” will be taking place on 27/28 July at School. 

The Winter 2017 production will take place on 24/25 November but as yet no decision as to 

what that will be. The soap box race in April was a huge success and thanks to Jonny White 

and Brenda Belshaw. It was well supported and will now become an annual event in April.  



 

 

 

17. Barton Stacey Chamber Choir – Report from Kate Chapman 

In their 7th year. It is a Community Choir. Anyone is welcome with no previous experience 

necessary. Musical aim is varied – pop, folk, major, classical or sacred work. This year the 

choir will be singing “mass in blue” (jazz) at St Mary’s Twyford. 27 paid up and regular 

members. 1/3 of members are men. Last year the choir made 15 appearances (weddings, 

services, Carol services, fete, craft fayres etc) There are 15 due this summer too. Last year’s 

highlight was singing in the “Sing and Stride” event run by the Historic Churches Trust when 

the choir visited 5 churches in Winchester and also sang at the Cathedral on the alter steps. 

This year’s Spring concert takes place on Saturday 10th June at 7.30 at All Saints. Please do 

come along. 

 

18. Judo Club – Report from Keith Cox read by Sue Gaines 

The Club continues to flourish 

 

19. Village Agent – Report from Sarah Sharratt read by Sue Gaines 

The Village Agent is a Voluntary service which is supported by Age Concern Hampshire, HCC 

and Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service. The Agent has access to many lines of assistance 

including Free Home Fire safety checks, assistance with filling in benefit forms and Blue 

Badge applications. On the planning agenda at the moment is the Sure and Steady exercise 

sessions and talks are being held with both the Landlords of the Swan pub (who have 

offered a venue) and a Council approved instructor who we are hoping will be able to take 

the lessons if the interest is there! Posters throughout the Parish with contact details on and 

any message left on the mobile number will be address within one working day. 

 

20. 775 Fete – Report from Stuart Rippon on behalf of Ian Ashbolt 

2016 was a special year for the Fete.    We had realised a year before that this was the 

anniversary of a unique event – the possibility that our Fete was the oldest Village fete in 

Hampshire. The history group researched it and we prepared to commemorate the event 

with a medieval themed Fete.      

So we organised a medieval re-enactment group to come and join us and the council 

supported us with the upfront cost of this part of the event.  The fete was clearly going to be 

much larger so we persuaded people to contribute to additional tent-age and our thanks go 

to them. Plus a number of our regular donors were extra generous and our thanks go to 

them as well. We spent months hand carving Knights, building a castle and making over 150 

wooden swords and shields. On the day everybody got into the spirit and dressed up.  – 

Perhaps we should have had an adult fancy dress!!!.   The king and his knight had been to 



 

 

the school as well and selected the best dressed prince and princess who opened the fete. 

The Armory was full of swords and shields and did a good early trade in shields quickly 

followed by a brisk trade in swords as the children realised that the plastic swords they had 

brought with them were no match for the swords Ian and I had engineered over the months 

before.    We had minstrels and costumes, fortune tellers and local cider, but also all the 

usual fete stalls,  the tea tent, bar, Teddy bear tombola, produce, competitions, bouncy 

castle along with all the usual stalls and events.  This fete was our most successful ever 

contributing around £10,000 to maintaining the church. But we are very grateful to the 

Talbot family for letting us hold the fete on their property for more than 10 years and we 

are very sad at the loss of Jean Talbot a great friends of the Fete at the end of last year. So 

this year we look to celebrate the life of Jean with one last fete at Church Farm House and 

we hope you all will join us.  Our thanks to all the Talbot family for letting us hold this one 

last fete in memory of Jean.    It was at Church farmhouse that the late Classisa Dickson 

Wright said this was a quintessential village fete a phrase which has stuck with us ever since 

then.   We also have to remember another event as the great Fire of Barton Stacey occurred 

225 years ago.  At around midday on May 8th in 1792 a spark from Moodys Smith and 

Toolworks lit dry straw,  the high winds fanned the flames which took hold and burnt much 

of Barton Stacey.    

Houses, privies, animals and walls were all destroyed but luckily only one person died trying 

to recover his money.    

So if you would like to get involved in organising, helping, running or just taking part in one 

of the oldest village Fetes in England they grab Ian or me and I’m sure we can find you 

something to do. 

The Knights…………. 

For the last 12 months 19 ambassadors have been promoting Barton Stacey.   We started in 

March carving 19 chalk Knights and then around 150 people from 19 separate groups 

decorated their knights to represent their group.   We had a visit from the High Sheriff Tom 

Floyd and we filled the church to see all the knights together in there painted varnished 

coats for the first time. They visited the fete and were dotted around events during the 4 

weeks or so of the 775 celebrations.   The history group supported them with presentations 

and exhibitions on the history behind them.   Our ambassadors then ventured into 

Winchester where they spent a week at the Cathedral where the caused quite a stir with the 

clergy, tour guides and visitors alike.  In fact one of the tour guides was so impressed she 

gave us a private tour of the crypt an amazing experience. We dropped off 50 colourful 

flyers expecting this to last the week only for the Cathedral to explain that was about an 

afternoon worth so our printers worked overtime. Transporting the Knights all together was 

quite a challenge as they completely filled a transit van – Many thanks for Keith Cox for 

loaning us his van to us time and again. The Knights were spotted at the cathedral and the 

Hampshire Records Office contacted us to ask if we could put the Knights and an exhibition 



 

 

on for 3 months starting in January.   The history group worked hard to put on a marvellous 

exhibition and a selection of the Knights moved again into Winchester ending 3 months 

later with the History Group giving the first monthly talk at the records office of the year. 

We found out that Emery de Sacy had been given the responsibility by the King to build the 

Main gate of the Castle at Winchester and so we discussed the Knights with the great hall 

team and they asked us if we could exhibit them over Easter.    So this was rather like Emery 

returning home! So over Easter this year our Barton Stacey ambassadors featured on the 

front page of the Chronicle and in other local papers and even featured in The Times as they 

became Knights of the Round Table. They were very much in contact with the public and the 

odd tyke gave them a kick or a prod so there is a little filling and touching up to do but they 

have survived.  Ian and I would like to thank everyone who took part in the development of 

the Knights.  Come and see them again at this year’s fete and we are still looking for other 

opportunities for them to promote Barton Stacey. 

 

21. Barton Stacey WI – Report by Sue Boyce 

The WI had a rocky start but are now going from strength to strength. There are 31 

members. It was their 1st birthday in March 2017 where they had an upcycling talk from a 

local resident and then cake and bubbles. Their AGM is this Thursday (25th May) They have 

had a variety of interesting speakers. The website is now up and running and many thanks 

to Alison Cooper and Antony Bearpark for this. The WI enter many competitions and came 

2nd in a recent skittles competition. They have a darts match soon and they attend quizzes. 

They will be involved in the fete this year with the competitions and the judging of them. 

Barton Stacey is a lovely Village and the WI are pleased to be part of it. 

  

22. Belling Ringers – report by Elayne Norman 

Set up 6 years ago. The bells hadn’t been rung for at least 10 years when they started. Bell 

ringers ring on Wednesday nights at 7.30pm and ring at Church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 

They are always looking for new members. In 2016 they took part in the Heritage Challenge 

event. In 2016 they decorated a Knight and made the floral bell for the flower festival. There 

are a variety of different ages and abilities in the group. The oldest is 79 and the youngest 

40 but always looking for more! They are learning more methods. They have 5 weddings for 

Summer 2017 and are a very friendly group.  

 

23. Village Hall Management Group – read by Sarah Harrop 

In October 2016 the VHMC became an official charity. Many thanks for Charlotte White and 

Wayne Wregglesworth for pushing this through. There are 13 trustees as part of the group 

who are all members of groups who use the hall regularly. Hazel Compton continues to ably 



 

 

handle all the bookings. Please let Sarah know if there are any suggestions for changes. They 

are waiting to hear about a Grant they have applied for to replace the doors and windows. 

 

24. Any Other Business 

Dennis Dewey is concerned about the bus (single or double decker)along Bullington Lane. A 

new route is needed. How about Andover to Winchester and through the Village like they 

had 40 years ago. Peggy Carter said the bus the Tuesday Club often hire struggles to get up 

Roberts Road due to cars parked along the road. Terry said that it doesn’t need to come up 

Roberts Road, even if it comes through along the Street – those from Roberts Road area can 

easily get to the Village to catch this bus.  Dennis also commented on the continued building 

work on the house on Bullington Lane and still struggles to understand how it got planning 

permission. If a permission fulfils policy it will get planning permission.  David Drew 

described how the planning framework occurs. Nicholas Prideaux is very concerned about 

speeding through the Village. The walkway along The Street is an accident waiting to 

happen. He witnessed a near miss today with a Mum and buggy walking along the footpath 

and 2 vehicles coming in opposite directions. Sue Gaines said the PC will add this to agenda 

for June to discuss. How about inviting the Police Commissioner to a meeting.  Lin Moffatt 

said speeding down the Street heading out of the Village is also very bad.  Stuart Rippon 

wanted to mention various thefts from vehicles/outbuildings which the Police don’t even 

now come out to.  

Sue Gaines thanked everyone for coming especially the County Councillor, Andrew Gibson 

and Borough Councillor David Drew who have many Villages to look after. 

21.35 Meeting Closed 


