
 

  These minutes are a true representation of the meeting.    Signed and Dated _______________________________ 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Barton Stacey Planning Committee held at 7.30pm on Thursday 4th August 

2016 at Poppies Children’s Centre 

Meeting opened at 7.30pm. Present:  Cllr Sue Gaines, Cllr Cheryl Sherwood, Cllr George Sarnicki, Cllr Gary 

Justice Also Present  - The Clerk,  Members of the Public: 10 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: For ten minutes residents are invited to address the Planning Committee, make 

comment on items on the agenda or raise matters for consideration at a future meeting.  (This will occur 

once all Councillors are present) 

1. Election of Chair – Cllr Sue Gaines 

2. Apologies – none 

3. Declarations: 

To receive and record declarations of personal interest on items on the agenda- None To receive 

and record declarations of prejudicial interest on items –None    Cllr Gary Justice arrives - 1932 

4. Minutes of previous meeting – To approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting 

held on Tuesday 29st June 2016  

Cllr Justice proposed the signing of the minutes of the Planning meeting.  Seconded Cllr 

Sherwood. Carried All and signed & dated by Cllr Sue Gaines 

5. Planning Applications 

16/01541/FULLN Positioning of yurt during the period of March to October annually for uses in 

connection with Riverside Cottage and the local community (retrospective). Riverside Cottage, 

Bransbury Lane, Bransbury, SO21 3QJ 

Standing orders suspended at 1935 to allow members of the public to make comment on the 

item on the agenda (now all Cllrs present) 

Chris Hewitt – Middleton Estate – Main issue is with traffic. The site is being overdeveloped and 

is not in keeping with surroundings. The bio-diversity report is incorrect regarding woodland, 

river, wetland, grassland, hedgerow. 

Denize Goodall – resident of Bransbury -  Thinks there should be 2 planning applications. One for 

yurt and one for change of use. There is a SSSI site adjacent to property and a retail outlet has 

been established. Would like to put in restrictions. 1/ The yurt is put up on 1st March and taken 

down 1st  October 2/ No money changes hands 3/ It is given temporary permission for 2 years. It is 

no longer a family home. Has never, in 20 years of delivering local magazine, met the applicant. 

The Café is highly promoted (social media, adverts, website) This will increase traffic to site and 

noise pollution and is not in keeping with the recent VDS. Would like the PC to reject application. 

Paul Gibson – resident of Barton Stacey – Has objected on the Test Valley website. Bound to be 

an increase in traffic along Bransbury Lane. It is an accident waiting to happen. Increase  in noise 

(One recent weekend noise could be heard from the property at Mr Gibson’s property )It is 

certainly a commercial venture. The VDS has asked to protect the rural character of this area. 
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Clare Dryden-Scott – applicant – Been a resident for 12 years. The house and garden is a lovely 

place in pleasant surroundings. There is a large car park. Would love it to become part of the 

community. She is keen to get to know her neighbours. Most of the products being sold are not 

their products (therefore money does not go to them) They are employing local people to run the 

yurt. Regarding the Biodiversity report TV advised them to comment “no” to being close to river 

etc as this had nothing to do with the yurt. With regards to a toilet this is not something they are 

not obliged to provide, but they do. Either in the Lodge (if not rented out) or across the river 

where they have installed one. 

Standing orders replaced 1950. The Cllrs went through the application report, discussing each 

item. Car parking – mentions 8 spaces. This could be an issue if all properties rented out and then 

cars arrive for the yurt. They do however have additional parking in their field. Notice now put up 

on adjacent lane to not park there for the Yurt café. The toilet (by the river) has its own cesspit. 

Distance from yurt to river is probably about 20m (as stated in form) The biodiversity report has 

issues (it is near woodland, grassland, river course etc) There are many trees forming the 

landscape (form says no) There is definitely a change of use from a field to the yurt. They employ 

2 part time staff for the yurt. Open hours are stated on website as 10am-4pm but there are 

activities that go on outside these house (Eg -wine tasting Friday 7pm) They will require relevant 

health and safely / food hygiene certificates as they are a registered café with TV.  They rent out 3 

properties in total. Where do the family live if all 3 properties are booked? It is definitely more 

commercial than the application shows. It is a lovely place in superb surroundings.  

Cllr Sherwood enjoyed both her visits but is worried about children walking along the lanes to get 

there (no pavement etc) due to narrow, blind lanes. Vehicle access approaching from Barton 

Stacey is poor, vehicles have to cross to the other side of the road to be able to turn into the gate 

which is on a bend.  She is worried about the planning creep. The application does NOT describe 

the activities going on at the yurt. Worried about all night parties and vehicles arriving and 

departing. They have not taken into consideration the trees in the biodiversity report and many 

issues are incorrect in the report. The toilet by the river has issues and this could cause river 

pollution. Cllr Justice commented he does have serious concerns mainly due to traffic and 

logistics. Cllr Sarnicki said it is not in keeping with the VDS/local area and rural character. Cllr 

Gaines commented on tricky access coming from Barton Stacey and assumes they are paying 

Business rates. She is concerned that there is scope for increase in size and activity. The 

biodiversity report needs to be revisited due to inaccuracies and the yurt is clearly commercial as 

can be witnessed looking on the internet, many sites advertise the yurt with the activities and 

events. The Traffic officer in his report has lodged no objection to the application. There has 

however been employment for locals in running the yurt. She is worried about the timings and 

late night functions which is not in keeping with the VDS. Currently 7 objections and 4 supporting 

comments on the TV portal. It was agreed that the PC would object to the application. The 

application does not fully explain what is actually going on at the yurt. If used commercially the 

following issues need to be addressed:- traffic/road safety, biodiversity report is inaccurate, hours 

of use of facility. It is not in keeping with the VDS. Suggest restrictions if application successful 

(Yurt put up March and taken down 1 Oct) and a trial period of 2 years. The Clerk will make the 

necessary return to TVBC. 

5/ Date of next meeting: TBC    Meeting closed at 8.15pm 


